BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE
of the City University of New York

College Senate
Minutes of December 12, 2013
Present: J. Athanasourelis, K. Bailey, R. Bass, R. Ben-Nun, C. Berotte Joseph, T. Brennan, A.

Brewer, D. Castellanos, K. Cedano, Jr., H. Clampman, M. Coleman, S. Davis, W. DeJongLambert, A. Durante, M. Fein, J. Freeman, D. Genova, D. Gonsher, R. Gouraige, T. Ingram, K.
Issouf, S. Khan, M. Kirk, P. Kolozi, A. Lal, A. Lamazares, L. Lawton, D. Lewis, K. Machirouf, T.
Martin, D-E. Matsoukas, A. McInerney, I. Mirsky, J. Molina, F. Moore, A. Ortiz, H. PapasKavalis, I. Petrovic, M. Pita, R. Quinn, N. Reynoso, G. Salgado, J. Sanabria, C. Schrader, J.
Serrano, R. Shane, H. Skinner, K. Thomas, M. Thomas, S. Utakis
Absent: A. Depay, A. Levy, O. Littlehawk, R. Nunez, L. Pascoe, T. Tchaa, K. Urena

Excused:
Present Alternates: F. Blanchard, L. Brenner (parliamentarian), T. Elmore, I. Ghafoor, K.

Lee, M. Jones, K. Ojakian, B. Rima, S. Skaggs
Guests: S. Bhaskaran, E. Bayardelle, J. Berman, G. Cooke, L. Cummins, Y.R. Cyphers, J.
Delgado, S. Duvivier, Claire L. Elai, T. Fisher, M. Fortune, B. Gantt, E. Garcia, J. Heller, K.
Ismail, S. Jean-Pierre, T. Johnson, C. Maliti, M. Miller, S. Mondesir, L. Montenegro, R.
Quintin, S. Persinger, N. Ritze, T. Taro, C. Vasquez, J. Walia, D. Weathers, A. Wolf
1. Call to Order: 12:22 P.M., F. Moore
2. Moment of silence in honor of Nelson Mandela
3. Approval of the Agenda of December 12, 2013: Agenda approved by unanimous
voice vote.
4. Approval of the Minutes of November 21, 2013: Approved as amended by
unanimous voice vote.
5. Action Items:
a. From the Curriculum Committee: (see report) H. Clampman presented the
action items. F. Moore asked for questions. L. Montenegro asked H. Clampman
to specify why the change for the Automotive Technology Program was needed.
H. Clampman did so. A. McInerney clarified the title of HIS 11 as Introduction
to the Modern World, not “of”. H. Clampman moved to collectively approve all
four items. F. Moore asked for any further discussion. Hearing none, F. Moore
moved to a vote. The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.
1. New courses -- ACS XX Air Brakes and Suspension and ACS YY
Hybrid/Electric Vehicles: Two proposed new courses from the Department of
Physics and Technology.
2. Clarification of prerequisites and co-requisites in existing courses -- HIS 11
Introduction to the Modern World.
3. Change in existing courses -- ARB 111/112 Beginning Arabic I and II: A
request to add a fourth contact hour to both existing courses.

Draft 2

4. Change in existing degree program -- Automotive Technology AAS: A
proposed change in the existing degree program to include the two new
proposed courses, ACS XX and ACS YY.
b. Haitian Studies Institute (HSI): F. Moore opened the floor to questions and
discussion. In response to the question as to where the institute would be housed,
C. Berotte Joseph responded that it would be in the International Education
Office. There was no further discussion. A motion was made to vote on approving
the HSI. Paper ballots were distributed. The vote was 39 yes, 1 no, 6 abstentions,
and 3 spoiled. The motion passed. C. Berotte Joseph thanked the Senate for their
support. She asked the Senators to pass along any questions or comments about
HSI to her. She also noted they’d had successful meetings on 12/2 and 12/6
regarding the HSI with CUNY-wide enthusiasm for it. A question was asked
about HSI having exhibits and artifacts on display. C. Berotte Joseph noted such
endeavors could happen in the future.
6. Committee Reports
a. Academic Standing: I. Mirsky clarified the policy on awarding administrative
versus academic grades, specifically the WU for students with excessive
absences who do not take the final exam rather than an F. Questions were asked
clarifying the WU versus an incomplete. I. Mirsky responded. Discussion
ensued.
b. Curriculum: (see attached report) In addition to the action items noted
previously, H. Clampman reported on new business items, which were three
experimental courses: EDUC 11, 14, and 41. H. Clampman reported all three
courses presented will be run in spring 2014 with appropriate course numbers.
c. Governance and Elections: A. McInerney reported the committee is collecting
suggestions on changes to the governance plan. The committee is also working
on a rules of procedure document. Additionally, as requested by the Council of
Chairs, the committee is reviewing a draft of the revised chairs’ handbook. Any
suggestions can be sent to A. McInerney. A question was asked regarding if
SGA is included in the governance plan. They are included, but have their own
governance plan.
d. Instruction and Professional Development: no report
e. Space, Facilities, and Physical Plant: no report
f. Student Activities: No report. F. Moore recognized M. Kirk’s service to the
college.
g. Student Government Association: G. Salgado reported they approved the
purchase of 5 television sets on which announcements will be posted around
campus. She also reported they are working with the MTA to have BCC
advertised on the Burnside subway stop. Additionally, the SGA is working with
area politicians including Council Member Fernando Cabrera and Community
Board 5.
h. University Faculty Senate: L. Lawton reported the primary topic of discussion
at the 12/10 meeting was a letter to Interim Chancellor Kelly regarding the
expressive conduct policy.
i. University Student Senate: no report
j. Vice-Presidents and Deans: no report
k. Community Relations and Special Events: R. Ben-Nunn reported the
committee met. They are sending out letters to all VPs requesting their input
and to send representatives to the February meeting.
Page 2

BCC Senate Minutes 12/12/2013

7. President’s Report: President Berotte Joseph reported that discussions continue regarding
Start-Up NY. This will include outreach to the college departments and to outside
companies including Higher Education Partners. The President also reported attending
the ribbon cutting for the new Writing Center. To that end, she thanked PPS staff, IT staff,
and the faculty and staff of the Writing Center as well as the English department,
particularly M. Pita, for their efforts. The President also reported that Phi Theta Kappa
became the first 5-star chapter in the history of BCC. She thanked Yvonne Erazo and
Eldiane Elmeus for their work with the honor society. The President noted that Interim
Chancellor Kelly has been meeting with many groups including faculty and met with
community college presidents, as well. She also noted that the Middle States report is in
progress. The President reported on the plan to develop a new strategic plan and the
establishment of a Strategic Planning and Assessment Committee (SPA) under N. Ritze’s
leadership. She expressed her thanks to N. Ritze and the committee. Finally, the President
noted they are recruiting for foundation board members. Names can be forwarded to the
President or E. Bayardelle.
8. Announcements and Reports:
a. Senate Executive Council: F. Moore reported the calendar of meetings for the
spring has been set. An email will be sent with the dates and he will send
reminders before each meeting. F. Moore highlighted that the February meeting
will be in Schwendler Auditorium.
b. Faculty Council: F. Moore reported that the expressive conduct policy had been
discussed and a resolution sent out (see attached). A motion was made to refer the
expressive conduct policy to Governance. The motion passed by unanimous
voice vote. F. Moore opened the floor to discussion of the policy. M. Pita asked if
a similar resolution might be created in the Senate. A. McInerney made a motion
to endorse the resolution passed by Faculty Council. Grammatical corrections
were noted. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. F. Moore will send it
on to the University Faculty Senate. D. Gonsher reminded F. Moore to discuss
filling an adjunct seat on the Senate. Currently, the governance plan allows that
the Senate Executive Council fills open seats. F. Moore will email all adjuncts
regarding their interest in the seat. No report from the Vice-Chair.
c. Vice-Presidents and Deans
1. C. Schrader: C. Schrader reported on the e-permit and remediation policies.
She reported that 8 faculty submitted for PSC-CUNY grants and 7 received
them. In response to a question as to the enforcement of the remediation
policy, C. Schrader noted the Office of Academic Affairs is focusing on
getting the word out about it. She further noted that CUNY START is
piloting a program in which students with over 30 credits and a certain GPA
can utilize the CUNY START services. The question of offering enough
remediation sections is also being is addressed.
2. A. Brewer: A. Brewer offered his thanks for support with the graduation
project. They are working on a reverse transfer project with Lehman.
3. M. Coleman: M. Coleman reported that work continues on finding the leak
in the heating pipes. The power failure in South Hall and Havermeyer this
week is temporarily fixed.
4. E. Bayardelle: E. Bayardelle reported on the CUNY Campaign. This year,
$34,000 has been raised so far with a 42% participation rate so far. Both
numbers are higher than last year.
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5. D. Hadaller: no report
6. L. Montengro: no report
7. N. Ritze: N. Ritze noted there is an uptick in one year retention and fouryear graduation rates.
9. Auxiliary Enterprises: no report
10. BCC, Inc.: The final meeting of the term is next week. M. Coleman noted the budget will
be filed in the library.
11. New Business: C. Berotte Joseph reminded the Senate of the Messiah performance this
weekend. Thanks to fundraising, the concert is offered free as a gift to the community.
12. Adjournment: 1:33 P.M.
Respectfully Submitted,

Debra Gonsher, Secretary
with assistance by Dr. Teresa Fisher, Department of Communication Arts and Sciences

Handouts:
 Curriculum Committee report
 Resolution of BCC FC re expressive conduct policy
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BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE
of the City University of New York
Curriculum Committee
To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

1.

Members of the College Senate
Professor Howard A. Clampman,
Chairperson Curriculum Committee
December 12, 2013
Report of Actions by the Curriculum Committee through 12/03/2013

Actions previously reported to the Senate
(a)
New Courses

Program Title
1. ACS XX – Air Brakes and Suspension (unanimous show of hands)
2.

(c)

11-05-13

Clarification of Prerequisites & Co-requisites in Existing Courses

Program Title
1. HIS 11 – Introduction of the Modern World – existing Flexible Core
A course (unanimous show of hands; 3 meeting rule waived)

Date approved by Curriculum Committee
11-05-13

Change in Existing Courses

Program Title
1. ARB 111 – Beginning Arabic I (21-1-0; 3 meeting rule waived)

Date approved by Curriculum Committee
11-19-13

ARB 112 – Beginning Arabic II (21-1-0; 3 meeting rule waived)

(d)

11-19-13

Change in Existing Degree Program

Program Title
1. Automotive Technology AAS Degree (unanimous show of hands)

2.

11-05-13

ACS YY – Hybrid/Electric Vehicles (unanimous show of hands)

(b)

2.

Date approved by Curriculum Committee

Date approved by Curriculum Committee
11-05-13

Actions reported to the Senate for the first time
(a)

New Experimental Course – Information Purposes Only

Program Title
1. EDU 11: Working with Infants and Toddlers (Birth-Age 3)
2.
3.

EDU 14: Language Acquisition and Literacy (Birth-Age 3)
EDU 41: Home and Center Based Relationships for Infant & Toddlers
(Birth-Age 3)

Date approved by Curriculum Committee
12-03-13
12-03-13
12-03-13
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Section AIV: New Courses
AIV.1
Department(s)
Career
Academic Level
Subject Area
Course Number
Course Title
Catalogue Description

Physics and Technology
[ x ] Undergraduate [ ] Graduate
[ x ] Regular [ ] Compensatory [ ] Developmental [ ] Remedial
Automotive Technology
ACS XX
Air Brakes and Suspension

Prerequisites
Corequisite
Credits
Contact Hours
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute (e.g.

ACS 10 & ACS 12
None
3
Recitation: 2 hrs, Laboratory: 3 hrs
[ ] Yes [ x ] No

This course begins with the introduction of compressed air systems for the activation of brakes and suspension on trucks and trailers. It explores
the different components for the production and storage of air under pressure as well as the various control valves. The course also focuses on
dehumidifiers, air driers, and foundation brake components for both, tractors and trailers as well as ABS and traction control systems. The
course also looks at the rules and regulations from DOT concerning air brakes specification and safety for heavy duty trucks.

Writing Intensive, WAC, etc)

General Education
Component

__X_ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

___ Flexible
____ World Cultures
____ US Experience in its Diversity
____ Creative Expression
_____Individual and Society
_____ Scientific World

Rationale: Almost all medium and heavy duty trucks used by local truck fleets are equipped with air brakes. Surveys of automotive and truck service managers
indicate that the largest increase in job opportunities for automotive technicians in the region will be in local truck fleets of private and public agencies. As the
number of truck models and makes with air brakes increases, technicians able to service them will be in greater demand.

Section AIV: New Courses
AIV.1
Department(s)
Career
Academic Level
Subject Area
Course Number
Course Title
Catalogue Description

Physics and Technology
[ x ] Undergraduate [ ] Graduate
[ x ] Regular [ ] Compensatory [ ] Developmental [ ] Remedial
Automotive Technology
ACS YY
Hybrid/Electric Vehicles

Prerequisite
Corequisite
Credits
Contact Hours
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute (e.g.

ACS 11 & ACS 24
None
3
Recitation: 2 hrs, Laboratory: 3 hrs
[ ] Yes [ x ] No

This course begins with the introduction of hybrid vehicles and their impact on the environment. It explores the different kind of hybrid vehicles
and their configurations. The course also focuses on modern battery technology, the safety concerns associated with high voltage components
and a thorough understanding of regenerative braking systems. The course also includes a review of electric motors and charging system, and a
review of first responder procedures.

Writing Intensive, WAC, etc)

General Education
Component

__X_ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

___ Flexible
____ World Cultures
____ US Experience in its Diversity
____ Creative Expression
_____Individual and Society
_____ Scientific World

Rationale: The US dependence on foreign oil and the environmental impact of carbon based fuels has created a great interest in alternative technologies.
Electric car models have proliferated in recent years. This course examines both electrical and hybrid vehicles and prepares the student for future
encounters with these types of vehicles.

AV: 1 Changes to be offered in the History Department
FROM
Departments
History

History

Course

HIS 11

Course

N/C

Credits

3

Credits

N/C

Hours

4

Hours

N/C

Prerequisite

None

Prerequisite

RDL 01 and ENG 01 if required.

Co-requisite

RDL 02 or ENG 02 if required.

Co-requisite

RDL 02 or ENG 02 or ENG 10.

Description

Exploration of outstanding political, intellectual,
philosophical, social and economic trends,
movements and events from mid-18th century to
present. Analysis of forces that have shaped the
modern world. This course is identical in academic
content and in assessment to HIS 10 but adds a
fourth developmental hour and limits class size to
28 to allow the instructor to work closely with
students in English/Reading remediation to assist
them in building a conceptual framework as well
as developing academic comprehension,
expressive and interpretive skills.

Description

N/C

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts

[ x ] Yes [ ] No

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive, etc)
General Education
Component

Introduction to the Modern World

TO
Departments

[ x ] Yes [ ] No

____ Not Applicable

Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive, etc)
General Education
Component

____ Not Applicable

____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

_x_ Flexible
_x_ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World

_x_ Flexible
_x_ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World

Rationale: This is a correction to an error in the prerequisites of this course in the September 2013 Chancellor University Report.

CUNY Common Core
Course Submission Form
Instructions: All courses submitted for the Common Core must be liberal arts courses. Courses may be submitted for only one area of the Common
Core. All courses must be 3 credits/3 contact hours unless the college is seeking a waiver for another type of Math or Science course that meets
major requirements. Colleges may submit courses to the Course Review Committee at any time. Courses must also receive local campus
governance approval for inclusion in the Common Core.	
  
College
Course Prefix and
Number (e.g., ANTH 101,
if number not assigned,
enter XXX)
Course Title
Department(s)
Discipline
Credits
Contact Hours
Pre-requisites (if none,
enter N/A)
Co-requisites (if none,
enter N/A)

BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE
ARB 111

Catalogue Description

This introductory language course is designed for beginners of Arabic. This course is not for native or heritage speakers of Arabic.
Students will develop their Arabic listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Introducing Arabic letters and basic vocabulary of
daily communication will be the major focus at this stage. The course also focuses on the cultural aspects of the Arab world in context
with language learning. Students will be given opportunities to explore the cultural side of the Arab world through different activities,
presentations, and contacts with native Arabic speakers and Arabic organizations in the United States.
four scheduled hours

Special Features (e.g.,
linked courses)
Sample Syllabus

BEGINNING ARABIC I
MODERN LANGUAGES
ARABIC LANGUAGE
3
3
N/A
N/A

Attached
Indicate the status of this course being nominated:
current course

revision of current course

a new course being proposed

CUNY COMMON CORE Location
Please check below the area of the Common Core for which the course is being submitted. (Select only one.)
Required
English Composition
Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning
Life and Physical Sciences

Flexible
World Cultures and Global Issues
US Experience in its Diversity
Creative Expression

Individual and Society
Scientific World

Waivers for Math and Science Courses with more than 3 credits and 3 contact hours
Waivers for courses with more than 3 credits and 3 contact hours will only be accepted in the required areas of “Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning” and “Life
and Physical Sciences.” Three credit/3-contact hour courses must also be available in these areas.
If you would like to request a waiver please check
here:
Waiver requested
If waiver requested:
Please provide a brief explanation for why the course will
not be 3 credits and 3 contact hours.
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II. Flexible Core (18 credits)
Six three-credit liberal arts and sciences courses, with at least one course from each of the following five areas and no more than two courses in any discipline or
interdisciplinary field.
A. World Cultures and Global Issues
A Flexible Core course must meet the three learning outcomes in the right column.
Gather information about Arabic culture from a variety of relevant print and
electronic sources to capture different modes of organizing reality through
another language system. By employing discovery approaches and
focusing attention on high-frequency linguistic structures and lexical items,
students will assess and interpret salient features of contemporary Arabic
culture and express them appropriately: modes of greeting, personal
identity, kinship and social relationships and systems, geography and
climate, food and nutritional habits, dwellings and notions of home, daily
routines and schedules, perceptions of space, time and leisure, etc.
Lexical and structural comparisons between Arabic and English provide a
platform for rational inquiry on languages and their cultural underpinnings.
Sources of information include print, auditory, visual, audiovisual and
electronic materials in both Arabic and English; graphs, news reports,
literature, articles, radio and television broadcasts, and Internet blogs are
typical resources used in elementary Arabic.

• Gather, interpret, and assess information from a variety of sources and points of

Use critical reasoning to identify and analyze structural, semantic and
cultural evidence in oral and written texts as they develop their ability to
communicate in Arabic; with English as a foil, this critical evaluation clarifies
how elements of Arabic fit specific linguistic and cultural situations. The
iterative practice of evaluative and critical acts leads students to reflect on
cultural stereotypes and to avoid the erroneous one-to-one
correspondences between languages and cultures.

• Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically.

Using the information gathered, produce oral and written texts that
reference the cultural, semantic, and structural elements studied and
discussed. Oral presentations, simulations, journal entries, blogs,
descriptions, and letters are among the genres students employ to develop
and express their newly acquired linguistic and cultural insights. In addition,
on a meta-cognitive level, students are expected to explain their (cultural
and linguistic) choices in specific communicative situations, based on
evidence in the linguistic and cultural systems of the target language. Thus,
well-reasoned arguments are an integral and important aspect of
elementary language study.

• Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments using evidence to support

view.

conclusions.

A course in this area (II.A) must meet at least three of the additional learning outcomes in the right column. A student will:
Foreign language study introduces students to the concept of language
itself as a subject of rational inquiry, sometimes for the first time in their
lives, in a way that is rarely achieved by study of the first language alone.
The information that students gather about English and Arabic will concern
phonological systems and structural and semantic distinctions which often
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• Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of a discipline or
interdisciplinary field exploring world cultures or global issues, including, but not
limited to, anthropology, communications, cultural studies, economics, ethnic
studies, foreign languages (building upon previous language acquisition),
geography, history, political science, sociology, and world literature.
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follow principles that are not found in English. The phonological, structural,
semantic, and cultural concepts learned through contrastive analysis will be
applied through oral and written pieces of students’ own creation in the
target language: interactive exchanges, simulations, blogs, and a variety of
culturally appropriate texts.

Analyze, compare and contrast several practices and products of Arabic
societies to those of the United States and other cultures that they may
know first-hand. Readings, video clips, interviews and other resources from
within (and sometimes from outside) Arabic cultures illustrate issues of
diversity and prompt students to investigate cultural features from multiple
points of view. Students will demonstrate an understanding of these
multiple perspectives through a variety of oral and written assignments,
such as journal entries, blogs, group projects, and oral presentations.

• Analyze culture, globalization, or global cultural diversity, and describe an event
or process from more than one point of view.

• Analyze the historical development of one or more non-U.S. societies.
• Analyze the significance of one or more major movements that have shaped the
world's societies.

• Analyze and discuss the role that race, ethnicity, class, gender, language, sexual
Understand, speak, read, and write appropriate level discourse in Arabic on
a range of salient cultural topics. Demonstrate ability to respond to
situations in the target culture through interactive activities, oral
presentations, and scenarios. Show ability to respond to informational and
literary texts through written assignments, such as descriptions, ads, journal
entries, blogs, and letters. In addition, explore and respond to other cultural
products, such as non-print media, music, film, and other art forms.

orientation, belief, or other forms of social differentiation play in world cultures or
societies.
• Speak, read, and write a language other than English, and use that language to
respond to cultures other than one's own.
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BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE -- CUNY
ARB 111- BEGINNING ARABIC I
3 credits, 3+ 1 hours
Syllabus
Instructor:
Class times:
Room:
Instructor Contact Information:
Office hours:
Course description
This introductory language course is designed for beginners of Arabic. This course is not for
native or heritage speakers of Arabic. Students will develop their Arabic listening, speaking,
reading, and writing skills. Introducing Arabic letters and basic vocabulary of daily
communication will be the major focus at this stage. The course also focuses on the cultural
aspects of the Arab world in context with language learning. Students will be given opportunities
to explore the cultural side of the Arab world through different activities, presentations, and
contacts with native Arabic speakers and Arabic organizations in the United States.
Students will learn Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), with some exposure to a few dialects in
Arabic, such as Egyptian and Syrian.
Student Learning Outcomes:
I.

II.

III.

You will gather, interpret and assess information about Arabic culture from a variety
of print and electronic sources. Not only will you become aware of and be able to
identify many aspects of Arabic culture, you will also be able to demonstrate, on tests
and in class work, how different languages organize reality in different ways. You
will assess and interpret different features of contemporary Arabic culture, and
express yourself appropriately in these areas: modes of greeting, personal identity,
kinship and social relationships, geography and climate, food and nutritional habits,
dwellings and notions of home, perceptions of space, time and leisure.
You will use critical reasoning to identify and analyze aspects of the Arabic language
and Arabic culture in oral and written texts. Using English as a point of comparison,
you will clarify and demonstrate how features of Arabic fit with aspects of Arabic
culture. Through this type of evaluation throughout the semester, you will become
able to analyze and demonstrate, on tests and in class work, that the idea of one-toone correspondences between languages is erroneous, as are cultural stereotypes.
Using information you have gathered, you will produce oral and written texts that
draw on elements of vocabulary, grammar and culture that you’ve studied and
discussed. These texts may take the form of oral presentations, skits, journal or blog
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IV.

V.

VI.

entries, or letters. You will also, in specific assignments or on tests, explain your
choices in certain communicative situations, based on evidence in the linguistic and
cultural systems of the target language.
Through the study of Arabic, you will be introduced to the study of language itself.
The information you will gather about Arabic will allow you to learn, and
demonstrate, that aspects of Arabic follow principles not found in English.
Knowledge and ability that you will acquire in Arabic, in pronunciation, vocabulary,
grammar and culture will be applied in written and oral texts of your own creation:
presentations, skits, blog and journal entries, in class assignments and on tests.
You will analyze, compare and contrast several practices and products of Arabic
societies to those of the United States and other cultures you may know first-hand.
You will use reading, video clips, interviews and other resources from within (and
sometimes outside) Arabic cultures to illustrate issues of diversity and investigate and
describe, in class work or on tests, cultural features from multiple points of view.
You will understand, speak, read, and write Arabic at a middle-beginning level, in
class work and on tests.

Course textbook:
Alif Baa: introduction to Arabic Letters and Sounds. Third Edition. By: K. Brustad, M. AlBatal, & A. Al-Tonsi.
 مدخل الى حروف العربية وأصواتها:ألف باء
Course requirements and grade:
Participation and preparation 15%
Homework 25%
Quizzes 20%
Skits 10%
Final oral interview 5%
Presentation 5%
Final exam 20%
Attendance and Tardiness:
You are expected to attend class every day. Missing class not only means extra work to catch up
on, it is also unfair to your classmates because you will slow us all down. You are allowed 3
absences without affecting your grade. Beyond that, each absence will lower your overall
grade by 2%. If you do have to miss a class, make sure you have the phone number and email
address of at least two of your classmates whom you can contact to find out what you missed. Do
not count solely on the weekly syllabus to tell you this as it is always subject to change. Class
will begin on time. Please do your best not to be late for class as it is disruptive and disrespectful
to your classmates. Being late more than 5 minutes constitutes 1/3 of an absence, more than
15 minutes 2/3 of an absence, and more than 30 minutes 1 absence. You must bring your
book to every class. There is no food allowed in the classroom. Cell phones and other
handheld devices must be turned off before class. Ringing phones, checking messages,
and/or texting will result in a lowered participation grade.
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Participation and Preparation:
Participation is a key component of this class. Participation is closely related to homework and
preparation. If you are not prepared for class it will be difficult for you to participate in a
meaningful way. Good and effective participation also means being a good citizen in class. Part
of good participation means knowing when to give others the chance to speak. We will do a lot
of group-work this semester. Sometimes you will work with students more advanced than you
and sometimes you will work with students less advanced. It is important that everyone treats his
or her fellow students with respect and patience at all times. The composition of the groups for
group-work will change regularly. You must be ready, willing and enthusiastic about working
with all of your class-mates. Participation and Preparation also means regularly checking your email and blackboard at least once a day for messages regarding Arabic class.
Preparation is obviously key for full participation: it includes homework, of course, but also
assignments and aspects of the course which are not written, i.e. you must come prepared for
class activities (this means following the syllabus, studying vocabulary and grammar and being
ready to participate fully). That said; please do not skip class even if you are not fully prepared.
Homework assignments will be graded on the following scale:
F = 0 (no credit)
D = 1 (maqbuul)
C = 2 (jayyid )
B = 3 (jayyid jiddan)
A = 4 (mumtaaz)
Quizzes:
There will be a short quiz (15-20 minutes each) more or less every week.
Skits:
During the semester you will be asked to create some skits with a partner or partners. Two of
these skits will be graded. You will be informed well in advance of the two skits that you will be
doing for a grade.
Final oral interview:
As part of the final assessment for the course, you will have a 5 minute oral interview in Arabic
in which you will be asked to talk about aspects of your academic and social life using the
vocabulary and structures you have learned throughout the semester. These interviews will be, as
much as possible, in spoken Arabic.
Presentation:
This may take the form of a skit, which may be performed live with a classmate in front of the
class, or which may be filmed, and then presented. Students may also make individual
presentations on a basic topic, such as their family or their daily life.
Final exam:
This will be a comprehensive final examination covering all of the language skills (except
speaking) and all of the material we learned this semester. It will be a full 2-hour exam.
Course content and class schedule (Note to students: This class schedule is subject to change
depending on class progress):
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Week

Chapter

Lesson Learning Objectives
Self-Introduction
Course Introduction
Introducing Arabs & the Arab
world
The Letters ا ب ت ث

Class Introduction
Week
1

Week
2

Syllabus review.
Unit 1

Long Vowels و ي
Short Vowels ، كسرة، ضمة،
فتحة
Dialogue: 1. Greetings
2. Introducing
yourself
Culture: Names

Unit 1

Unit 2
Quiz units 1 & 2
Week
3

GREETINGS : Roots &Patterns; recognize basic word
patterns.
Topic 3: Roots &Patterns; recognize Arabic letters,
recognize differences between “ta” and tied “ta” (ta
maftouha and ta marbouta), recognize that Arabic is a
gender –based language, become familiar with seasons and
weather
Unit 3

Week
4

Topic 4: Introductions and Greetings; formal and informal
greetings, where are you from? I am a student, combine
Arabic letters in words, recognize numbers and read them
correctly.

The letters ج ح خ
The possessive pronoun (my)
Dialogue: meeting new
people
Culture: HaDritak/Hadritik
All Activities, pages 46-59.

Vowels Vs Consonants
Hamza () الهمزة
alphabets
ذ،د
 ز، ر
Numbers 1 – 9
All Activities, pages 6789.

Topic 4: Introductions and Greetings; forms and customs
of Arabic greetings, definite and indefinite articles.
Introducing Noun + Adj
using  جديد/ واحد

Unit 3
Week
5

RELATIONSHIPS
Topic 1: Who Am I; describe self and others, where do I
live, heritage background, ask and respond to questions in
Arabic, selected activities p. 112 to 120.
Topic 1: Who Am I; what neighborhood I live in, how
Arabic people meet? Gender agreement with numbers from

4

Dialogue: meeting a
person you already know
Culture: Meeting &
Greeting

1 to 10, singular subject pronouns, compare cultural
elements.
Unit 4
Week
6

RELATIONSHIPS
Topic 2: My Family and Friends; describe family and
friends relationships, use dual and plural subject pronouns,
describe preferences likes and dislikes, ask and respond to
questions in Arabic.
Topic 2: My Family and Friends; gender agreement from
11 to 20, express preferences (house chores you like to do,
not like to do), conjugate past tense with plural subject
pronoun.
Quiz units 3 & 4

Week
7

Unit 5
RELATIONSHIPS
Topic 3: My community; gender agreement with numbers
(40, 50, 60…100), understanding community according to
Arabic norms and traditions, Activity p.160 to 169.
Topic 3: My community; present tense with singular subject
pronouns, individual’s responsibility towards community,
community’s responsibilities towards individuals, ask and
respond to yes/no questions.
Unit 5

Week
8

Week
9

RELATIONSHIPS
Topic 4: Family and Social Traditions; the importance of
traditions for Arabic families, compare between cultural
traditions, recognize and use Arabic letters and numbers,
present tense with plural subject pronouns, activities p.180 to
189.
Topic 4: Family and Social Traditions; identify family and
social traditions, compare and contrast different cultures,
present tense with plural subject pronouns, recognize
differences between tied ‘ta’ and tied ‘ha’.
Unit 6
FOOD
Topic 1: Food Pyramid; recognize different types of food in
the Arabic world, express opinions and thoughts about what
you know and prefer to eat in Arabic food, describe things
using adjectives.
Topic 1: Food pyramids; the importance of food in Arabic
culture; components of an Arabic pyramid, adjectives to
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Geminate consonants
الشدّة
Letters:  ش، س
Introducing emphatic
consonants
Letters: ص ض
Dialogue: introducing a
3rd person
Culture: Gender
Selected Activities, page
92-115.
Feminine marker [  ة، ] ـة:
1. Writing,
2. pronouncing,
3.  ـةwith possessive pronouns
4. Fem Noun-Fem Adj
Note: this topic needs to go
beyond the text book. Make sure
to take notes
All Activities, page 118-119.

Letters: ط ظ
Letters: غ ع
More on Noun – Adj
construction
Dialogue:
1. Asking simple questions
using intonation
2. Meeting the authors of the
book
Culture: Forms of address
All Activities, pages 120-144.
Letters ف ق ك ل
Laam + Alif ال
Possessive pronoun (your)
More Adj/ Noun construction
1. Dialogue:  اتفضلي/ اتفضل
Common expressions using
the word هللا
All Activities, pages 146-167.

describe food, read and use numbers.

Letters م ن هـ
Possessive pronouns
his/herه هـا
Culture: Coffee
All Activities, pages 170180..

Unit 7
Week
10

Week
11

Week
12

Week
13

FOOD
Topic 2: Eids and Holidays; what are the significant
holidays in Arabic culture, how Arabs celebrate holidays;
use vocabulary to describe events and emotions, recognize
demonstrative adjectives.
Topic 2: Eids and Holidays; the importance of food, family,
and friends in Arabic holidays, differences and similarities
between Arabic holidays and other cultures, use adjectives
to describe celebrations and events, use numbers (30, 40,
….).
Unit 8

Definite Article
Alif Madaah آ
Dagger alif
Introducing هذا هذه
Using هذه/ هذاwith nouns and
adj
Feelings

FOOD
Topic 3: Recipes; understand cultural aspects through food
and recipes, use vocabulary to describe recipes, understand
and use two questions types in Arabic (ma and ma’tha).
Topic 4: At Restaurant; place an order in a restaurant, make
a request “would like/want”, differences of pronunciation
between ( ) دand ()ض.
Quiz unit 7&8

Culture سالمتك
Dialogue: Phone call

Unit 9
CLOTHING
Topic 1: Parts of The Body; name and describe parts of the
body, Arabic conceptions of human bodies, recognize and
use different prepositions.
Topic1: Parts of The Body; Arabic researchers on human
body, conceptions of beauty and human body in Arabic
culture, question words. Presentations.
Unit 10
CLOTHING
Topic2: The Clothes We Wear; use vocabulary to describe
clothing, recognize differences of clothing in different
Arabic countries, identify colors, recognize and use the dual
for feminine and masculine.
Topic 2: The Clothes We Wear; compare and contrast
clothes for women and men, and between Arabic and
American cultures, parts of the body and names of clothes,
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Alif Maqsoura ى
More on Hamza ؤ ئ أ
Culture: visiting people
All Activities, pages 182-199.






Introduce case markers تنوين
[but don’t emphasis]
Particles

Understanding short
Paragraphs
All Activities, pages 212-224.

personalities and clothing choices. Presentations.
Writing paragraphs
Week
14

CLOTHING
Topic 3: Weddings and Celebrations; use vocabulary to
describe weddings and dressing style in Arabic cultures,
compare and contrast Arabic and American wedding
traditions, recognize imperative tense, pronunciation
differences between ( )سand ()ص,.
Topic 4: Fashion Design; understand the relationship
between clothing style and identity, clothing and human
taste, use future tense, questions about prices, differences in
pronunciation between ( )أand ()ع. Oral Interviews.

Reading / writing short
paragraphs that include:
Personal info, info about family
members, descriptions of people,
houses and objects, place of
origin(country, state, city) ….etc.

Good luck on your finals
Week
15

See you in level II

Final Exam:
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A. World Cultures and Global Issues
A Flexible Core course must meet the three learning outcomes in the right column.
Students will gather information about Arabic culture from a variety of
relevant print and electronic sources to capture different modes of
organizing reality through another language system. By employing
discovery approaches and focusing attention on high-frequency linguistic
structures and lexical items, students will assess and interpret salient
features of contemporary Arabic culture and express them appropriately:
modes of greeting, personal identity, kinship and social relationships and
systems, geography and climate, food and nutritional habits, dwellings and
notions of home, daily routines and schedules, perceptions of space, time
and leisure, etc. Lexical and structural comparisons between Arabic and
English provide a platform for rational inquiry on languages and their
cultural underpinnings. Sources of information include print, auditory, visual,
audiovisual and electronic materials in both Arabic and English; graphs,
news reports, literature, articles, radio and television broadcasts, and
Internet blogs are typical resources used in elementary Arabic.

• Gather, interpret, and assess information from a variety of sources and points of

Students will use critical reasoning to identify and analyze structural,
semantic and cultural evidence in oral and written texts as they develop
their ability to communicate in Arabic; with English as a foil, this critical
evaluation clarifies how elements of Arabic fit specific linguistic and cultural
situations. The iterative practice of evaluative and critical acts leads
students to reflect on cultural stereotypes and to avoid the erroneous oneto-one correspondences between languages and cultures.

• Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically.

Using the information they have gathered students will produce oral and
written texts that reference the cultural, semantic, and structural elements
studied and discussed. Oral presentations, simulations, journal entries,
blogs, descriptions, and letters are among the genres students employ to
develop and express their newly acquired linguistic and cultural insights. In
addition, on a meta-cognitive level, students are expected to explain their
(cultural and linguistic) choices in specific communicative situations, based
on evidence in the linguistic and cultural systems of the target language.
Thus, well-reasoned arguments are an integral and important aspect of
elementary language study.

• Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments using evidence to support

view.

conclusions.

A course in this area (II.A) must meet at least three of the additional learning outcomes in the right column. A student will:
Foreign language study introduces students to the concept of language
itself as a subject of rational inquiry, sometimes for the first time in their
lives, in a way that is rarely achieved by study of the first language alone.
The information that students gather about English and Arabic will concern
phonological systems and structural and semantic distinctions which often
follow principles that are not found in English. The phonological, structural,
semantic, and cultural concepts learned through contrastive analysis will be
applied through oral and written pieces of students’ own creation in the
target language: interactive exchanges, simulations, blogs, and a variety of
culturally appropriate texts.
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• Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of a discipline or
interdisciplinary field exploring world cultures or global issues, including, but not
limited to, anthropology, communications, cultural studies, economics, ethnic
studies, foreign languages (building upon previous language acquisition),
geography, history, political science, sociology, and world literature.
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Students will analyze, compare and contrast several practices and products
of Arab societies to those of the United States and other cultures that they
may know first-hand. Readings, video clips, interviews and other resources
from within (and sometimes from outside) Arabic cultures illustrate issues of
diversity and prompt students to investigate cultural features from multiple
points of view. Students will demonstrate an understanding of these
multiple perspectives through a variety of oral and written assignments,
such as journal entries, blogs, group projects, and oral presentations.

• Analyze culture, globalization, or global cultural diversity, and describe an event
or process from more than one point of view.

• Analyze the historical development of one or more non-U.S. societies.
• Analyze the significance of one or more major movements that have shaped the
world's societies.

• Analyze and discuss the role that race, ethnicity, class, gender, language, sexual
Students will understand, speak, read, and write appropriate level discourse
in Arabic on a range of salient cultural topics. Students will demonstrate
their ability to respond to situations in the target culture through interactive
activities, oral presentations, and scenarios. They will also show their ability
to respond to informational and literary texts through written assignments,
such as descriptions, ads, journal entries, blogs, and letters. Furthermore,
students will explore and respond to other cultural products in the greater
Arabic-speaking world, such as non-print media, music, film, and other art
forms.

orientation, belief, or other forms of social differentiation play in world cultures or
societies.
• Speak, read, and write a language other than English, and use that language to
respond to cultures other than one's own.
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Bronx Community College - CUNY
ARB 112 - Beginning Arabic II
3 credits, 3 + 1hours
Syllabus
Professor:
Office:
Office hours:
Contact information:
Course materials:
Textbook: Al-Kitaab fii Ta‘allum al-‘Arabiyya with DVDs: A Textbook for Beginning
Arabic: Part I. (3rd edition).
Access key: You will also need to purchase access to online exercises for $24.95 at
http://press.georgetown.edu/book/al-kitaab/al-kitaab-fiitacallum- al-arabiyya
Dictionary: Arabic-English Dictionary by Hans Wehr - ISBN: 0879500034 (or any other
Arabic/English dictionary of your preference).
Course description:
This course is continuation of Arabic 111. At this level, students will continue building the skills they
acquired as beginners and will move to a higher level where they can listen, read, comprehend, and speak
about various topics of personal interest, such as culture, religion, work, studies, travel, daily activities,
and economics. In addition to the textbook this course also relies on the use of authentic materials, such as
newspapers, Arabic media products, guests from Arabic speaking countries, Arabic menus, trips, and
extra-curricular activities in Arabic settings (North African and Middle Eastern restaurants, Arabic
cultural centers, etc.).

Students will learn Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), with some exposure to dialects of Arabic,
such as Egyptian and Syrian.
Student Learning Outcomes:
I.

You will gather, interpret and assess information about Arabic culture from a variety
of print and electronic sources. Not only will you become aware of and be able to
identify many aspects of Arabic culture, you will also be able to demonstrate, on tests
and in class work, how different languages organize reality in different ways. You
will assess and interpret different features of contemporary Arabic culture, and
express yourself appropriately in these areas: kinship and social relationships and
systems, linguistic variations and personal identity, dwellings and notions of home,
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II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

climate and health, food and nutritional habits, social rituals or traditions, notions of
time, modes of attire, modes of work and leisure, commercial practices, etc.
You will use critical reasoning to identify and analyze aspects of the Arabic language
and Arabic culture in oral and written texts. Using English as a point of comparison,
you will clarify and demonstrate how features of Arabic fit with aspects of Arabic
culture. Through this type of evaluation throughout the semester, you will become
able to analyze and demonstrate, on tests and in class work, that the idea of one-toone correspondences between languages is erroneous, as are cultural stereotypes.
Using information you have gathered, you will produce oral and written texts that
draw on elements of vocabulary, grammar and culture that you’ve studied and
discussed. These texts may take the form of oral presentations, skits, journal or blog
entries, or letters. You will also, in specific assignments or on tests, explain your
choices in certain communicative situations, based on evidence in the linguistic and
cultural systems of the target language.
Through the study of Arabic, you will be introduced to the study of language itself.
The information you will gather about Arabic will allow you to learn, and
demonstrate, that aspects of Arabic follow principles not found in English.
Knowledge and ability that you will acquire in Arabic, in pronunciation, vocabulary,
grammar and culture will be applied in written and oral texts of your own creation:
presentations, skits, blog and journal entries, in class assignments and on tests.
You will analyze, compare and contrast several practices and products of Arabic
societies to those of the United States and other cultures you may know first-hand.
You will use reading, video clips, interviews and other resources from within (and
sometimes outside) Arabic cultures to illustrate issues of diversity and investigate and
describe , in class work or on tests, cultural features from multiple points of view.
You will understand, speak, read, and write Arabic at a high-beginning level, in class
work and on tests.

Course Requirements and Grade:
Participation and Preparation
15%
Homework
25%
Quizzes
15%
Skits
10%
Final Oral Interview
5%
Personal Portfolio
10%
Final Exam
20%
Attendance and Tardiness:
You are expected to attend class every day. Missing class not only means extra work to catch up
on, it is also unfair to your classmates because you will slow us all down. You are allowed 3
absences without affecting your grade. Beyond that, each absence will lower your overall
grade by 2%. If you do have to miss a class, make sure you have the phone number and email
address of at least two of your classmates whom you can contact to find out what you missed. Do
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not count solely on the weekly syllabus to tell you this as it is always subject to change. Class
will begin on time. Please do your best not to be late for class as it is disruptive and disrespectful
to your classmates. Being late more than 5 minutes constitutes 1/3 of an absence, more than
15 minutes 2/3 of an absence, and more than 30 minutes 1 absence. You must bring your
book to every class. There is no food allowed in the classroom. Cell phones and other
handheld devices must be turned off before class. Ringing phones, checking messages,
and/or texting will result in a lowered participation grade.
Participation and Preparation:
Participation is a key component of this class. Participation is closely related to homework and
preparation. If you are not prepared for class it will be difficult for you to participate in a
meaningful way. Good and effective participation also means being a good citizen in class. Part
of good participation means knowing when to give others the chance to speak. We will do a lot
of group-work this semester. Sometimes you will work with students more advanced than you
and sometimes you will work with students less advanced. It is important that everyone treats his
or her fellow students with respect and patience at all times. The composition of the groups for
group-work will change regularly. You must be ready, willing and enthusiastic about working
with all of your class-mates. Participation and Preparation also means regularly checking your email and blackboard at least once a day for messages regarding Arabic class.
Preparation is obviously key for full participation: it includes homework, of course, but also
assignments and aspects of the course which are not written, i.e. you must come prepared for
class activities (this means following the syllabus, studying vocabulary and grammar and being
ready to participate fully). That said; please do not skip class even if you are not fully prepared.
A note on transliteration: At this point, no one should be transliterating Arabic into Latin
script. If we see that you have done so, you will not receive credit for the activity, and your
participation and preparation grade will suffer.
How to prepare for class
Vocabulary
When preparing new vocabulary for class we expect you to listen to the vocabulary several times
so that your pronunciation will be accurate. Practice the word until you can say it easily. To
remember the meaning of the new words, it helps to use them in your own sentences and to study
in groups. It does not help to write the English word or to use the vocabulary lists in the book to
memorize these words. All the vocabulary in this book is recycled constantly throughout the
drills, therefore it helps to pay close attention to them as you do them, i.e. make sure that you
understand completely all of the sentences in the drills. They are designed not only to help you
learn the new vocabulary and grammar but to review the old vocabulary as well.
Grammar
There will be minimal grammar explanation given during class time. We expect you to prepare
the grammar by actively reading the explanation, memorizing material in charts and preparing
drills assigned. One of the best ways to check if you have understood the grammar is to read the
examples given and make sure you understand them. This preparation will pay off in class when
we do activities and exercises that will further activate and clarify the material. If you still have
questions after class, you should visit me for clarification. Class time is short so we need to
spend it doing activities that will help you internalize and learn to actively use the vocabulary
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and grammatical structures we are studying. Class time will not be spent explaining things you
are expected to have prepared at home.
Homework Assignments:
We cannot emphasize enough the importance of homework, which means both written work and
other kinds of preparation. The philosophy of this course is that material is rarely introduced to
the student “cold”; in other words, the majority of class time will be devoted to practice as
opposed to explanation. It is thus essential that you come to class prepared. There will be
written/online assignments due every class. You are expected to turn these assignments in/have
completed them on time (in turn, we will make every effort to return your homework by the
following class). You are allowed three free late submissions. After that, late homework
assignments will be accepted and checked but will not be given any credit. You are
encouraged to study and work on homework assignments together, with the stipulation that
everyone must submit her/his own individual paper. Please hand in homework written out on
a separate sheet of paper. Pages Xeroxed out of the book, unless stated otherwise, will not
be accepted. For each assignment include the date that it is due as well as the lesson,
exercise and page numbers. Homework of more than 1 page must be stapled in the upper
right hand corner.
(We will post a new syllabus for each lesson on Blackboard. Other documents will be posted
there as well. We also use Blackboard to e-mail our students.
Thus it is the responsibility of every student to make sure that s/he has a Blackboard account and
that his/her name is on the course roster.)
Homework assignments will be graded on the following scale:
F=0
D = maqboul (barely acceptable)
C = jayd
B = jayd jidan
A = mumtaz
You will be graded on the overall quality of your work, not on the number of correct or incorrect
answers.
Note: If you read a note as Islaah ‘corrections’ on your homework we would like you to
make corrections where we have indicated. You have one week from the original due date
to make revisions. The due date for corrections will be indicated on the top of your
homework.
Quizzes:
There will be a short quiz (15-20 minutes each) every week or two. Your lowest 2 quiz grades
will be dropped.
Skits:
During the semester you will be asked to create some skits with a partner or partners. Two of
these skits will be graded. You will be informed well in advance of the two skits that you will be
doing for a grade.
Final Oral Interview:
As part of the final assessment for the course, you will have an approximately 5 minute oral
interview in Arabic in which you will be asked to talk about aspects of your academic and social
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life using the vocabulary and structures you’ve learned throughout the semester. These
interviews will be in a combination of Modern Standard and spoken Arabic.
Final exam:
This will be a comprehensive final examination covering all of the language skills (except
speaking) and all of the material we learned this semester. It will be a full 2-hour exam.
Notice: Make-up tests and quizzes are permitted. However, students should expect the make-up
test/quiz to be harder than the original test because those students have more time to prepare,
and the chance to be familiar with the nature of the test.
Portfolio
Each student will be asked to keep a personal portfolio for writing brief stories, homework,
handouts, quizzes, and exams. Every two weeks students will be asked to write a 70- to 100word paragraph/story about a familiar topic tackled in the class or of the student’s’ choice. This
portfolio is intended to allow students to engage in creative writing in Arabic using new
vocabulary and structures.
Students must submit the portfolio at least once in the middle of the semester, and then edit it
based on the comments they will receive. Students should keep all your portfolio entries together
in your folder. Each portfolio is expected to have at least 4 stories for the semester. The portfolio
grade will be determined based on the extent to which students incorporate newly studied
vocabulary and structures into their writing, the extent to which students revise their writing
based on the teacher’s feedback, and the creativity incorporated in their writing (overall
organization, use of images, etc.). All the writings must be typed in Arabic, printed out and well
organized in the portfolio along with the homework and the rest of the handouts. The portfolio
should be submitted on the due date to be given a grade. No late portfolios accepted.
Tentative Schedule:
Week
Week 1 A
Week 1 B

Week 2 A

Week 2 B

Week 3 A
Quiz
Week 3 B

Units
I live in New York

Objectives
Self-introduction
Gender
Nationality
Interrogatives
Arabic names
All Activities
I am alone
Subject pronouns
Plural nouns
Plural verb conjugation
Arabic house chores
Family and friends
All Activities
My father’s side of the family is Plural
large
Feminine plural
Possessive pronouns
Family members
Arabic universities
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page
1 -18

20 – 25
25 - 38

40 – 50
50 - 62

Week 4 A

Week 4 B

Week 5 A
Quiz
Week 5 B

Week 6 A

Week 6 B

Week 7 A
Week 7 B
Mid-term grade
Week 8 A

Week 8 B

Week 9 A
Quiz
Week9 B

Week 10 A

Week 10 B

All Activities
How can I learn all the names?
The present tense verb
Verb roots
Verb negation
Object pronouns
Nominal sentence
Verbal sentence
Arabic cuisine, food, and
restaurant
All Activities
Hot weather in summer
Definite and indefinite
Demonstrative pronouns
Numbers 11 – 100
Adverbs
Hot summer weather; what do
you want to drink please?
All Activities
Lecturer at the Faculty of The dual
Commerce
The source/ derived nouns
Why?
Hobbies
Work at the university
All Activities
May she rest in peace!
The superlative
Nominal
sentence:
fronted
predicate
Arabic high school
All Activities
The future is for commerce
Past tense
The roots
Past, present, and source
Exams in Arabic high school
Exams, CV, and job hunting
All Activities
My grandmother wakes me up at The present tense
6:30 am
Ordinal numbers
Do you smoke in front of your
elders
Grandmother
TV
Family and friends
All Activities
Family house
Conditionals
The comparative
The importance of the family
home in Arabic culture
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64 – 76

76 – 89

92 – 103

103- 111

114 – 121
122- 133

135 – 140
140 – 150
151 – 163

164 - 178
179 – 188
189 – 197

199 – 211

Week 11 A

I sometimes feel shy

Quiz
Week 11 B
Week 12 A
The hardest decision in my life
Week 12 B
Week 13A

Why I decided to live in America

Week 13 B

Week 14

Week 15

Review and Wrap-up

The Mosque of El-Hussein
All Activities

212 - 223

Verbal roots
Descriptive sentence
Friends and friendships
Trip plans: Turkey trip
All Activities
Future and negation
Verb-subject agreement
University fellowships
Friends and visits
All Activities
Sentence complements
Review the present tense :
Past tense negation
Life in America, work, study,
friends
All Activities

225 – 235

General review
Oral Interview
Portfolio due
Final Exam

Exam Week
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236 - 244

245 – 255
255 – 264
264 – 277

279 – 292

AV: 1 Changes to be offered in the Department of Modern Languages
FROM
Departments
Modern Languages

TO
Departments

Modern Languages

Course

ARB 111 – Beginning Arabic I

Course

N/C

Credits

3

Credits

N/C

Hours

3 rec

Hours

3 rec, 1 conference/rec

Prerequisite/Co-req

None

Prerequisite/Co-req

N/C

Description

This introductory language course is designed for
beginners of Arabic. This course is not for native
or heritage speakers of Arabic. Students will
develop their Arabic listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills. Introducing Arabic letters and
basic vocabulary of daily communication will be
the major focus at this stage. The course also
focuses on the cultural aspects of the Arab world
in context with language learning. Students will be
given opportunities to explore the cultural side of
the Arab world through different activities,
presentations, and contacts with native Arabic
speakers and Arabic organizations in the United
States.

Description

N/C

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts

[ x ] Yes [ ] No

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive, etc)
General Education
Component

[ x ] Yes [ ] No

____ Not Applicable

Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive, etc)
General Education
Component

____ Not Applicable

____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

_x_ Flexible
_x_ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World

_x_ Flexible
_x_ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World

Rationale: This course is being modified to include the addition of 1 conference/recitation hour.

AV: 2 Changes to be offered in the Department of Modern Languages
FROM
Departments
Modern Languages

TO
Departments

Modern Languages

Course

ARB 112 – Beginning Arabic II

Course

N/C

Credits

3

Credits

N/C

Hours

3 rec

Hours

3 rec, 1 conference/rec

Prerequisite/Co-req

ARB 11 or 111 or placement

Prerequisite/Co-req

N/C

Description

This course is continuation of ARB 111. At this
level, students will continue building the skills they
acquired as beginners and will move to a higher
level where they can listen, read, comprehend,
and speak about various topics of personal
interest, such as culture, religion, work, studies,
travel, daily activities, and economics. In addition
to the textbook this course also relies on the use
of authentic materials, such as newspapers,
Arabic media products, guests from Arabic
speaking countries, Arabic menus, trips, and
extra-curricular activities in Arabic settings (North
African and Middle Eastern restaurants, Arabic
cultural centers, etc.).

Description

N/C

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts

[ x ] Yes [ ] No

Requirement
Designation
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive, etc)
General Education
Component

[ x ] Yes [ ] No

____ Not Applicable

Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive, etc)
General Education
Component

____ Not Applicable

____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

_x_ Flexible
_x_ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World

_x_ Flexible
_x_ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
____ Scientific World

Rationale: This course is being modified to include the addition of 1 conference/recitation hour.

Section AIV: New Courses
AIV.1
Department(s)
Career
Academic Level
Subject Area
Course Number
Course Title
Catalogue Description

Pre/ Co Requisites
Credits
Contact Hours
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute (e.g.

Education & Reading

[X] Undergraduate [ ] Graduate
[ X] Regular [ ] Compensatory [ ] Developmental [ ] Remedial
Education
EDU 11
Working with Infants and Toddlers (Birth-Age 3)
This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop an understanding of the ways in which
infants and toddlers relate to the people around them and their environments. Students will acquire foundational tools
and knowledge of developmental factors specific to infants and toddlers and how these factors influence the way in
which teacher assistants/teachers work with these age groups. The course will be framed by the interaction of
multicultural elements such as: socio-political environment, socio-economic class, family setting, culture, religious
beliefs, emotional, physical and psychological dispositions, and educational influences that shape a young child’s life.
Through 12 hours of fieldwork observations, students will reflect upon how children make contextual meaning of their
world as they grow and develop.
English 02; RDL02

3
3
[ ] Yes [X ] No
Writing Intensive

Writing Intensive, WAC,
etc.)

General Education
Component

__X_ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

___ Flexible
_ ___ World Cultures
____ US Experience in its Diversity
____ Creative Expression
_____Individual and Society
_____Scientific World

Rationale: The course is in response to new mandates upgrading training for all employees working with infants and toddlers, as well as the
requirements of the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007. Since there are 426 infant/toddler centers in the Bronx alone, there
is a critical need to provide educational opportunities for these prospective teacher assistants/teachers. Currently, BMCC is the only CUNY
College offering an infant/toddler program.

Section AIV: New Courses
AIV.1
Department(s)
Career
Academic Level
Subject Area
Course Number
Course Title
Catalogue Description

Education & Reading
[ x ] Undergraduate [ ] Graduate
[ x ] Regular [ ] Compensatory [ ] Developmental [ ] Remedial
Education
EDU 14
Language Acquisition and Literacy (Birth - Age 3)

Co Requisites
Credits
Contact Hours
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive, WAC,
etc)
General Education
Component

EDU 11
3
3
[ ] Yes [ X ] No
Writing Intensive

The course examines theories of cognitive and language developments as a framework for conceptualizing the way
infants/toddlers acquire receptive and expressive language. The course includes: observing the young child, assessing the
social, cognitive, adaptive, and physical developmental milestones, and creating a learning plan for each child through the
context of play. Students will develop pedagogical practices that enhance children’s language development as well as
provide students with the opportunities to observe, assess, and create a plan of action that will improve the infant/toddler’s
language abilities. Students will reflect upon how infants and toddlers acquire receptive and expressive language during the
ten hours of field work observations, in an approved age-appropriate educational setting, that they are assigned.

_x_ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

___ Flexible
___ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
___ Scientific World

Rationale: The course is in response to new mandates upgrading training for all employees working with infants and toddlers, as well as the requirements of the
Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007. Since there are 426 infant/toddler centers in the Bronx alone, there is a critical need to provide educational
opportunities for these prospective teacher assistants/teachers. Currently, BMCC is the only CUNY College offering an infant/toddler program.

Section AIV: New Courses
AIV.1
Department(s)
Career
Academic Level
Subject Area
Course Number
Course Title
Catalogue Description

Co Requisites
Credits
Contact Hours
Liberal Arts
Course Attribute (e.g.
Writing Intensive, WAC,
etc)
General Education
Component

Education & Reading
[ x ] Undergraduate [ ] Graduate
[ x ] Regular [ ] Compensatory [ ] Developmental [ ] Remedial
Education
EDU 41
Home and Center Based Relationships for Infant and Toddlers (Birth‐Age 3)
The course uses a relationship-based model as a framework for understanding how infants and toddlers grow and learn with the
support of their families and teachers. The course focuses on theoretical perspectives related to child development, family
relationships, and the rationale for observing and documenting children’s interests, development, and behavior. This course will
address a wide range of topics which include: the emotional, social, cognitive, language and motor developmental domains of infants
and toddlers; developing an awareness of children with special needs and the concept of attachment. Through 36 hours of fieldwork in
an approved infant/toddler home/center-based environment with diverse socioeconomic needs in an inclusionary setting, the students
are required to document the various components of responsive program planning that will include relationships among parents,
educators, and community-based organizations.
EDU 11
3
3
[ ] Yes [ x ] No
Writing Intensive

_x_ Not Applicable
____ Required
____ English Composition
____ Mathematics
____ Science

___ Flexible
___ World Cultures
___ US Experience in its Diversity
___ Creative Expression
___ Individual and Society
___ Scientific World

Rationale: The course is in response to new mandates upgrading training for all employees working with infants and toddlers, as well as the requirements of the
Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007. Since there are 426 infant/toddler centers in the Bronx alone, there is a critical need to provide educational
opportunities for these prospective teacher assistants/teachers. Currently, BMCC is the only CUNY College offering an infant/toddler program.

The Faculty Council of
Bronx Community College
Of the City University of New York

Whereas, recent events at CUNY raise issues of protest, dissent, and public safety officers’
actions;
Now therefore be it:
Resolved, that the Bronx Community College Faculty Council rejects the current proposed City
University of New York Policy on Expressive Activity as it threatens the free speech and
freedom of assembly of students, staff and faculty; and be it further
Resolved, that the BCC Faculty Council reaffirms the democratic right of students and faculty to
engage in peaceful protest and express the full range of their views; and be if further
Resolved, that the Bronx Community College Faculty Council calls on local and Central CUNY
administrations to refrain from actions that threaten the free expression of idea.

Passed unanimously by a voice vote on 11/14/2013

